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Key Wellcome Global Monitor 2026 Results

The Wellcome Global Monitor is the world’s largest study of public trust in science.
We survey adults in 140 countries to understand how people think and feel about science and health. Below are
key findings for Europe from 2025. For the full report and more factsheets visit Wellcome.org.

Trust in science: Trend over time

Q: In general, would you say that you trust science a lot, some, not much, or not at all?
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Source: Wellcome Global Monitor 2026 | Base: Representative sample of adults aged 15 or older in 36 countries* across 2018, 2020 and 2025 (n = 36,037, 36,087 and 35,283 respectively).
Trend data does not include Iceland, Luxembourg, and North Macedonia, which were not surveyed across all three waves; therefore, figures may differ from the 2025 results, which include all
countries surveyed in the region in 2025.

Trust in science: 2025 results

Q: In general, would you say that you trust science a lot, some, not much, or not at all?

Global average 26% 44% 15% 6% 9%

Regional average 41% 2% 7%

H Alot Some Not much Not at all M Don't know

Source: Wellcome Global Monitor 2026 | Base: Global average: Representative sample of 143,620 adults aged 15 or older in 140 countries in 2025 | Base: Regional average: Representative
sample of 38,795 adults aged 15 or older in 39 countries™ in 2025

Who trusts science ‘a lot’: share by income quintile** Who trusts science ‘a lot’: share by age group

Richest 20% 22% 15to 24 14%

Fourth 20% 22% 25to 34 17%

Middle 20% 21% 35 to 49 24%

Second 20% 19% 50 to 64 24%

Poorest 20% - 17% 65 and over 21%
Source: Wellcome Global Monitor 2026 | Base: Representative sample of 15,632 adults Source: Wellcome Global Monitor 2026 | Base: Representative sample of 15,632 adults
aged 15 or older in 39 countries* who trust science 'a lot', 2025 aged 15 or older in 39 countries* who trust science 'a lot', 2025

*This includes: Albania, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czechia, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Kosovo,
Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Republic of Moldova, Montenegro, Netherlands (Kingdom of the), North Macedonia, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russian Federation, Serbia,
Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Ukraine and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

**Income quintiles are a statistical tool used to analyse income inequality and distribution. By ranking a population from poorest to richest based on survey data, the population is divided into
five equal groups, each representing exactly 20% of the population.

Data is weighted by the aged 15+ population size of the countries included in the analysis. For readability, labels for values below 3% are omitted where space is limited. Kosovo is not
recognised by the UN but is included in Gallup’s World Poll coverage. We have included interviews conducted in this area in the global and regional factsheets.
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Trust in science, scientists and the national government

Q: In general, would you say that you trust science a lot, some, not much, or not at all?

Q: How much do you trust each of the following “Scientists in this country” / “The national government in this country”? Do you trust
them a lot, some, not much, or not at all?

Trust in science 41% 42% 7%

"rrust‘ scientists 24% 20% 0% -
in this country

Trust in the national
government

19% 35% 22%

H Alot Some Not much ® Notat all M Don't know

Source: Wellcome Global Monitor 2026 | Base: Representative sample of 38,795 adults aged 15 or older in 39 countries* in 2025

Trust in doctors and nurses

Q: How much do you trust each of the following “Doctors and nurses in this country”?
Do you trust them a lot, some, not much, or not at all?

Global average 38% 38% 14%

Regional average 49% 36% 11% .
H Alot Some Not much M Notat all M Don't know

Source: Wellcome Global Monitor 2026 | Base: Global average: Representative sample of 143,620 adults aged 15 or older in 140 countries in 2025 | Base: Regional average: Representative
sample of 38,795 adults aged 15 or older in 39 countries™ in 2025

Views on vaccines

Q: Which of the following best describes your views on vaccines that are recommended by doctors or nurses?

You want to get
the recommended
vaccines right away

31%

You prefer to think

0,
about it for some time 49%

You do not get

. 19%
vaccines at all

Don't know I 1%

Source: Wellcome Global Monitor 2026 | Base: Representative sample of 38,795 adults aged 15 or older in 39 countries* in 2025

Trust in digital health information

Q: How much do you trust the health information you see from the Internet or an app to do each of the following? Do you trust it a lot,
some, not much, or not at all to...?

‘bos restment I ’ ’ B
best treatment B 5 200
Identify an illness A 39% 35% _

Provide accurate advice 11% 57% 26% -

W Alot Some Not much M Notatall M Don'tknow
Source: Wellcome Global Monitor 2026 | Base: All respondents who use the internet or an app to find health information n = 32,335 adults aged 15 or older in 39 countries* in 2025

Wellcome Trust has worked with two partners, Gallup and Ipsos, to deliver the Wellcome Global Monitor 2026. Gallup was responsible for the survey design and data
collection, and Ipsos was responsible for the data analysis and reporting of the Wellcome Global Monitor 2026.

*This includes: Albania, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czechia, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Kosovo,
Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Republic of Moldova, Montenegro, Netherlands (Kingdom of the), North Macedonia, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russian Federation, Serbia,
Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Ukraine and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

Data is weighted by the aged 15+ population size of the countries included in the analysis. For readability, labels for values below 3% are omitted where space is limited. Kosovo is not
recognised by the UN but is included in Gallup’s World Poll coverage. We have included interviews conducted in this area in the global and regional factsheets.
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